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The Summer Interview Edition
Happy June, Master Gardener 
Volunteers!

It has already been quite a start to the 
gardening season—with stretches of 
cold, rain, heat, and dry conditions all 
packed into just a few weeks. We hope 
you’ve been able to get out and enjoy 
your gardens in between the monsoons 
and hail!

MGV Diagnostic Workshops

We have some exciting events lined up 
for you this season. Our annual MGV 
Diagnostic Workshop Series kicks off at 
the end of this month. Warren County 
will start us off on June 30, followed by 
sessions in Madison, Erie, and Lake 
Counties.
For more information and to register, 
please visit: go.osu.edu/mgvdiagnostics 

This is a fantastic opportunity to 
strengthen your diagnostic skills while 
connecting with fellow MGVs from 
across the state who share your passion 
for learning.

2026 MGV State Conference 
and Awards

Be sure to also save the date for our 
upcoming State MGV Conference and 
Awards Program, which will be held 
virtually on October 22–23, 2026. We 
will have have a fantastic lineup of 
speakers and topics planned, along with 

opportunities to earn continuing 
education credits for the year. We 
look forward to learning and 
growing together this season!  

2027 MGV 
Service-Learning Trip to 
Ecuador

We have an amazing opportunity for 
MGVs—and their friends and family.  
Join Pam Bennett and Jen Andon, 
alongside passionate gardeners and 
local Ecuadorian communities, as 
you participate in hands-on 
horticultural projects that make a 
meaningful impact.

To learn more, join us for a free 
virtual informational session on 
Thursday, June 11 at 10:00 a.m. We’ll 
share details about the trip, what to 
expect, and how to prepare for this 
unique experience.
Please register for the informational 
webinar at: 
go.osu.edu/ecuadormgv

Registration for the trip will open 
after the webinar, and those who 
attend will receive priority access to 
sign up. Spots are limited for this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity—so 
don’t miss your chance to learn 
more and secure your place!

Farewell and Thank you

It is time to bid farewell to our two amazing 
student assistants, Kass Groner (left) and 
Grace Whitmore (right). They have been a 
tremendous asset to our program, and their 
contributions have made a lasting impact.
Pam and I are truly grateful for the time 
you spent with us and the dedication you 
showed to supporting our incredible Master 
Gardener Volunteers. Your hard work, 
enthusiasm, and commitment have not 
gone unnoticed, and you will be greatly 
missed.

We wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors—thank you for everything! 
Please come back and visit anytime. 

https://go.osu.edu/mgvdiagnostics
https://go.osu.edu/ecuadormgv
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf


All interviews have been lightly edited for 
length and clarity. 

2025 Outstanding Master 
Gardener Volunteer: Gretta 
Kumpf

Hi Gretta! Thank you for agreeing to be 
interviewed. Tell us, when did you first 
become a Master Gardener Volunteer for 
the Delaware County MGV program? 
What drew you to the program in the 
first place?

I am a transfer MG member to Delaware 
County Master Gardener Association 
(DCMGA) from Miami County. This 
occurred in spring of 2022 when we had 
just moved to the area. My husband and I 
had both recently retired and our sons, 
their families and our 5 grandchildren 
asked if we would move closer. It was a 
big step for us. . . but we did it!

Both my parents and grandparents were 
avid gardeners, so I grew up immersed in 
loving nature and watching things grow. I 
had a full and busy career in education 
and served as a school superintendent, so 
between family, work / district leadership 
responsibilities and church/choral and 
bell choir, I did not have the luxury of 
committing to the MG OSU class until 
retirement. When I retired I promptly 
submitted and interviewed to take the 
class. It was a great experience, I learned 
a great deal and it also reinforced some of 
my prior acquired knowledge.

Are there any projects you've worked on 
as a Master Gardener that have felt 
particularly special to you?

There are several projects and initiatives 
that are dear to me.

a) Garden Tour Committee – I served on 
this in Miami County and re-initiated it as 
a Co-chair with Nancy Freeland for 
DCMGA...Each tour has a theme or 
highlight, such as native plants, shade 
garden, container gardening, raised 
vegetable bed gardening, perennials, day 
lilies, country living, etc. The tour usually 
runs form 2 – 4 pm with refreshments, a 
cooling station and an educational talk at 

3 pm for members and guests. It has 
been well received and has an active 
committee as large as 24 members.

b) Education – This is such an important 
committee since it aligns strongly with 
the MG mission! I Co-chaired this with 
Nancy Reynolds. I coordinated and 
covered all the festivals and requests for 
speakers and presentations at that time, 
while Nancy coordinated and covered 
education opportunities for our fellow 
DCMGA members.

c) Pot Recycling Project / Initiative: 
Reduce-Reuse-Recycle– I organized and 
implemented this project for our DCMGA 
organization. This year I am doing it 
jointly with 4 of our interns.

We reach out and coordinate with native 
nurseries, small landscapers, and our 
organization’s Plant Sale committee. 
Each group has certain sizes of recycled 
pots that are useful to them. We establish 
a date such as June 20 from 9 a.m. – 12 
p.m at Stratford Ecological Center. Signs 
and flyers are created and distributed. 
Social media and Facebook links are sent 
out advertising our pot recycling project. 
We provide a drive-thru for community 
members to drop off empty pots they 
would like to recycle (and are unable to 
recycle elsewhere). The team organizes 
the pots by grouping and stacking them. 
They are delivered to each of the 
receiving locations/nurseries, plant sale 
committee, etc. ALL other pots and cell 
packs are organized and delivered to 
Meijer’s who amazingly will receive them 
and see that they are reused or recycled.

d) Specialization Courses: I have 
completed and become certified through 
specialization courses in—Weeds, Ohio 
Native Trees and am presently enrolled 
in Native Plants.
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I served on the curriculum committee 
that built the Ohio Native Tree 
specialization course, that was led by 
Susan DeVol. 

e) Therapeutic Horticulture – This 
committee is led by 2 DCMGA friends that 
serve as Co-chairs. I serve on the 
committee with the team. It is a 
meaningful outreach of education and 
service! We attend Willowbrook and 
Avalon retirement / supportive care 
centers. On a nearly monthly basis we do 
this. Most recently we did a Victory 
Garden theme for a 250th celebration. 
They loved it!  

All of these courses have been organized 
by a MG team. They are amazing, 
informative and have a tremendous 
connection with fellow Master Gardeners!

Are there any new projects you'd love to 
see the Delaware County program take 
on in the future? Or any way in which 
you'd like to see current projects grow 
and expand?

As you can tell, I am passionate about all 
the above and even more others that the 
organization does! There is always more 
we can do. Developing demonstration 
gardens for educational purposes would 
be an area we could consider.



How did it feel to win a 2025 Outstanding 
Master Gardener Volunteer award?

I felt surprised to be named because there 
are so many unbelievably talented and 
dedicated MG and DCMGA members that 
I consider to be outstanding! I felt 
humbled and extremely honored. I felt 
celebrated and excited to have been 
selected for such a special award. I also 
feel it is an award for the entire DCMGA 
organization because it is ALL of us 
working together that makes such a 
positive impact in our community.

What does your garden look like at 
home? What plants do you like to grow?

I have a pollinator garden that is 
predominately native plants, a raised bed 
vegetable garden, an area for cutting 
flowers such as zinnias, a rock succulent 
garden, a small crevice focal point 
garden, perennials, mixed garden herb 
pot and 8 annual colorful flowering pots. 
We live on a ½ acre lot. Before we moved, 
we lived on 5 acres. We missed that.

If Master Gardeners from other 
counties were to visit Delaware County, 
are there any gardens or parks they 
should make an effort to visit?

6. There are many wonderful choices, 
but I would guide visitors to see:
a) Chadwick Arboreum
b) Inniswood Metro Gardens
c) Deer Haven Park
d) Emily Traphagen’ Park
e) Gallant Woods Park with Mindfulness 
Trail
f) Hogback Ridge Preservation Park with 
Braille Trail
g) Shale Hollow Park

Are there any final thoughts you'd like 
to share?

I hope that you find your Master 
Gardener experience to be as fulfilling, 
exciting , learning, sharing and 
friendship building as I have!!

I wish you all the best!

2025 Outstanding MGV Staff: 
Ashley Kulhanek

Hi Ashley! When did you first start 
working with the Medina County MGV 
program? And what drew you to the 
program in the first place? 

I began work as the Agriculture and 
Natural Resources Extension Educator in 
Medina County in 2013. Part of my job is 
to manage and promote the Master 
Gardener Volunteer Program. Once I 
learned about it, it was exciting to meet 
and work with volunteers who were 
passionate about horticulture and bugs 
like I was!  I’m a bug nerd and crazy cat 
lady for sure. 

Are there any projects you've worked on 
with the MGV program that have felt 
particularly special to you? 
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We have worked on several projects over 
the years engaging kids in gardening and 
bugs, soil and plants.  We did pizza 
gardens, fairy gardens, bugs in the garden
… anytime we get kids excited about being 
outside was a real treat. We now have a 
MGV + 4H SPIN club partnership where 
kids focus on gardening for 6 weeks, its a 
favorite. 

Are there any new projects you'd love to 
see the Medina County program take on 
in the future?

We are starting to explore the grounds 
around our new office and I'd love to see it 
become a hands-on place to teach about 
gardening as we slowly build out. Takes 
time though. 

How did it feel to win a 2025 Outstanding 
Master Gardener Volunteer — Staff 
award?   

I was shocked!  It can be hard to learn 
about what other counties and 
coordinators are doing to be able to pick 
an outstanding winner.  Everyone is doing 
amazing work.  So I’m glad some of our 
efforts are being noticed. 

If Master Gardeners from other counties 
were to visit Medina County, are there 
any gardens or parks they should make 
an effort to visit?  

All Medina county parks are AMAZING. 
Oenslager nature center is fairly near i-71 
if someone wanted to hop off and visit one 
of our parks.  Allardale Lodge is my 
favorite though, near 271 for any would be 
visitors.  We have a great community 
garden near Medina square...We are also 
working on installing our own demo 
garden at the extension office so hopefully 
that will be a place to visit in the future.   

Are there any final thoughts you'd like to 
share?   

Keep promoting a love of bugs friends! 



2025 Outstanding MGV 
Coordinator: Yen Hanes

Hi Yen! When did you first become a 
Master Gardener Volunteer for the 
Franklin County MGV program? What 
drew you to the program in the first 
place?

I certified in 2012. To me being a master 
at anything meant that you know your 
subject and can exert some control. When 
I read about the MGV program, I wanted 
to see how anyone can think plants can be 
mastered because their behaviors are 
somewhat a mystery to me - so I applied.

When did you become an MGV 
Coordinator? What have you enjoyed 
most about that role so far? 

I accepted the role as part of a 
four-person leadership team in 2012.  
Mike Hogan, our awesome Educator, 
joined us in 2014. I love getting to know 
the MGVs. We are a self-selected group 
with horticulture as our common 
denominator yet we all lead such diverse 
and interesting lives.

Are there any projects you've worked on 
as a Master Gardener that have felt 
particularly special to you? 

As a refugee, I understand the 
importance of feeling safe. Food 
insecurity is something I can help to 
alleviate by leading the Waterman 
Community Garden project. At the WCG, 
we grow as much food as we can to 
donate; we learn about growing 
vegetables together; and we welcome 
Military Veterans as well as anyone who 
wants to join. In 2025, we donate over 
3,600 pounds. Since we started in 2020, 
we have donated over 11,000 pounds of 
produce.

A second project that I lead is called the 
Geological Walk at the state fairground 
and it’s just because I love rocks. The 
ODNR staff and the MGVs who 
volunteered there are awesome too!

How did it feel to win the 2025 
Outstanding Master Gardener 
Volunteer Coordinator award? 

The coordinator job is slightly different 
than being an MGV, so it felt great to be 
acknowledged by my peers both in 2025 
and in 2017.

What does your garden look like at 
home? What plants do you like to grow? 

My home garden is named the Garden of 
Benign Neglect. Plants jostle for 
supremacy there. The only two beds I 
really take care of are those for Irises and 
Peonies.

If Master Gardeners from other 
counties were to visit Franklin County, 
are there any gardens or parks they 
should make an effort to visit? 
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Where to visit depends on the individual 
interests. At the Waterman Farm, 
can see six gardens that cover a wide 
range of specialties. The Veggies Trials is 
research based and focus on what a home 
gardener can grow successfully/ The 
Community Garden goal as mentioned 
before is to teach how to grow and donate 
produce in the process. The Fruit 
Collection showcases everything fruit 
from trees, to bushes, to brambles, to 
vines. The Learning Garden has a great 
display of natives and nativars as well as 
examples of raised beds anyone can 
construct. The Rain Garden is a little gem 
with its own plant selection able to 
withstand standing water. Lastly, the Ross 
Heart Hospital Garden which works with 
cardiac care patients. 

For general sightseeing, you can’t beat 
visiting The Columbus Park of Roses or 
The Franklin Park Conservatory.

Are there any final thoughts you'd like to 
share? 

Being accepted as a friend is a special gift. 
It is most gratifying to receive that special 
smile whenever my help is accepted.

I suspect that my husband doesn’t really 
listen to me when I’m talking about 
plants. But in Franklin County, I have 377 
friends with whom I can actually have 
gardening conversations.

I look forward to so many more 
connections!

...

Thank you to all of our interviewees! Be 
sure to save the date for our next MGV 
State Conference and Awards Program. 

  October 22-23, 2026 to be held virtually


