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PRESSED FOR THYME

Updates & Insights for Master Gardener Volunteers
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WELCOME BACK

We hope you enjoyed the first edition
of Pressed for Thyme, our new Master
Gardener Volunteer periodical! In
this issue, we're bringing you timely
seasonal updates, including
reminders about entering volunteer
hours, steps for 2026 recertification,
upcoming learning opportunities,
and a look back at highlights from
last month’s annual state conference.
Keep reading for all the details!

STAY CERTIFIED! DON'T MISS
THESE IMPORTANT DEADLINES

Hands-on Connect

* December 15: Enter Hours
« December 31: Recertification

Just a friendly reminder: to remain in
good standing, and to be covered by
OSU liability insurance, all MGVs
must record their county volunteer
hour requirement and 10 continuing
education credits each year.

If you need assistance or plan to go

We are thankful for you, Master G

inactive for any reason, please contact
your County Coordinator. To help you
along, here are a few tutorials for
reference:

Recertification Tutorial

Entering Hours Tutorial

Need extra help navigating our
volunteer management system to enter
hours or complete recertification? Join

us on December 5 at 1 PM for a free
webinar!

“From Frustration to Function:
Navigating Hands-on Connect”

We'll walk through the essentials,
share tips to make the process
easier, and answer your questions
live. Don’t miss this opportunity to
feel more confident using the
system!

REGISTER HERE

ardener Volunteers!
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NEED CONTINUING EDUCATION
CREDITS?

HORTICULTURE LUNCH & LEARNS

We're excited to share a fantastic lineup
of Lunch & Learn webinars scheduled
through June 2026!

These sessions count toward
continuing education (CE) and can be
attended live or viewed later as
recordings—making it easy to fit
learning into your schedule. Upcoming
topics include managing the spotted
lanternfly, seed starting basics, and
navigating the science of GMOs.



https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/MISC/Resources/MGVPeriodical/September_MGV_Periodical_2025.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/MISC/Resources/MGVPeriodical/September_MGV_Periodical_2025.pdf
https://osu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JXTxyGSATTCKbnZf7xYLpA
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
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https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/LNL25
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/HoC%20Recertification%20Tutorial_KG25_0.pdf
https://mgvolunteers.osu.edu/
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/MISC/Resources/MGVPeriodical/September_MGV_Periodical_2025.pdf
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/MISC/Resources/MGVPeriodical/September_MGV_Periodical_2025.pdf
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TECH TALKS

In addition to our horticulture webinars,
we're thrilled to announce the launch of
our new Tech Talk Webinar Series!
These technology-focused sessions are
designed to help volunteers build
confidence and strengthen digital skills
—especially for those interested in
taking on leadership roles within their
counties. Topics (gathered from the tech
survey in the first edition) will include
using artificial intelligence to engage
clientele, getting started with Microsoft
Teams, an introduction to Zoom, and
much more. Like our other offerings,
these webinars count toward continuing
education credits and can be attended
live or by viewing the recording.

2025 MGV STATE CONFERENCE
& AWARDS

Over 240 Ohio State University
Extension Master Gardener Volunteers,
educators, and staff gathered in Wooster
at Secrest Arboretum to celebrate peers,
colleagues, and program supporters.
Special thanks to our gracious hosts—
Paul Snyder, Vella King, and the Wayne
County Master Gardener Volunteers—
for making this year’s conference and
awards program such a memorable
event! Continue reading to learn more
about our award winners in the official

press release!

Growth & Flourishing
SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE!

Do you love answering gardening
questions and helping others grow?
We’re looking for knowledgeable MGVs
to join the Ask a Master Gardener
Volunteer (AaMGV)online platform! This
is a fantastic way to earn volunteer
hours while connecting with people
across Ohio.

THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY
EXTENSION

You'll use your gardening experience
and science-based knowledge to
answer questions on topics like plant
care, pest management, and
vegetable production.

Training for AaMGV will begin in
February of 2026, and we'll provide
everything you need to succeed. If
you're ready to make an impact and
share your passion for gardening,
contact your County Coordinator
today!

SHAPE THE FUTURE OF THE
MGV PROGRAM!

Do you want to make a real impact
on the MGV Program across Ohio?
Here’s your chance! The State MGV
Advisory Committee is looking for
passionate, forward-thinking
members to help guide and
strengthen our statewide efforts. As
a committee member, you'll serve a
three-year term, attend three
engaging meetings each year (two in
Columbus and one virtual), and
collaborate with fellow leaders to
ensure volunteer and staff needs are
met. Mileage reimbursement and
lunch are provided for full-day
meetings.

This is more than a role—it’s an
opportunity to share your voice,
influence decisions, and help grow
the program you love! Ready to lead?
Contact your County Coordinator to
learn more or express your interest!

Top 5 Outstanding Master Gardener Volunteers: Front row: Rees Davis
(Ashtabula), Mary June Starts (Summit), Gretta Kumpf (Delaware),
Back row: Deb Brugger (Clark), and Kathy Watson (Franklin).

CONGRATS TO PAM BENNETT
ON HER HORTI AWARD!

Thanks to all of you for voting! Our
very own state Program Director,
Pam Bennett, was recently
recognized with a GardenComm
2025 People's Choice Horti Award
for her book Garden-pedia: An
A-to-Z Guide to Gardening Terms!
Her book, co-written with Maria
Zampini, is a fantastic resource for
both beginner gardeners and those
with a little more experience. It
offers an encyclopedic list of
horticulture vocabulary, helping
readers both understand the words
and the concepts behind them.

The People's Choice Horti is
awarded to candidates based on
votes given by the public, and
recognizes gardening resources that
voters think deserve to be shared
with the world. Huge congrats to
Pam on her win -- may her wisdom
be shared far and wide! Copies can
be found (cheap!) on Amazon.



https://mastergardener.osu.edu/resources/tech-talk-webinar-series
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/news/2025-mgv-state-conference-and-awards-program
https://cfaes.osu.edu/news/articles/new-book-explains-gardening-from-z
https://info.gardencomm.org/-awards/horti-award-winners
https://mastergardener.osu.edu/sites/mgv/files/imce/AddEditHours25.pdf

