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Growing Over Winter
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College of Veterinary Medicine

Growing 
Right 
Now?

Basics of 
Season 

Extension
Ohio is a 

FOUR‐season
growing 

environment

Low Tunnel  Cover Choices

• Row Cover
• Low Weight
• Medium Weight 
• Frost Blanket

• Plastic
• Combination of Both

What does best to over winter under row cover?

• Leafy Greens
• Root Vegetables
• Brassicas
• Onions?
• Herbs?
• Cilantro!
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October 13th

• Covered with 
frost blanket –
may or may 
not be needed 
at this time

• Predator 
control issues

October 27th

November 15th

December 7th

• Monitor weather.
• Adjust watering.
• Different species require 
MUCH different levels of 
protection.

• When to do checks? 

December 
9th
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January 16th

January 22nd

April 9th

• Specific crops for specific uses

• Add biomass

• Weed suppression

• Scavenge nutrients

• Sub-soiler

• Increase fertility

• Mulch effect

• Cools soil

• Prevents erosion

Cover crops

Over Wintered Mix
Harder to Manage

• Forage Radish
• Vetch
• Crimson Clover
• Winter Rye
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What to do in Winter?
• Clean Seed Starting Area

• Do NOT put outside plants under the lights
• Need a period for IPM

• Make Spring Plans
• Grow Something

• Hydroponics
• Indoor Greens/Herbs

Spring 2018

Early Spring Season Extension

• Same basic principals
• Different projected time frame
• Different species  Forward Direction

• Spinach
• Lettuce
• Arugula
• Asian cabbage
• Experimental

• Tomatoes

• Monitor weather 
predictions

• Check soil temps
• Increase soil temps?

• Make a planting schedule
• Take Risks

When to Plant?
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Questions?
McDermott.15@osu.edu
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