
Master Gardener Volunteer EMERITUS STATUS: STATE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 2022 
 
Definition: 
Emeritus – retired or honorably discharged from active professional duty, but retaining 
the title of one’s office or position. 
MGV Emeritus – retired or resigned with valid reason from the MGV program; still retains 
the title of the position Master Gardener Volunteer 
MGV Emeriti - plural 
 
MGV Emeritus membership status can be used by counties and should be considered on a 
limited basis. This status allows an MGV to continue their affiliation with the Ohio State 
University Extension program when they are no longer able to complete the requirements to 
maintain active status in their county program. MGV's who are granted Emeritus status may 
continue to receive all MGV program benefits, materials, communications, and opportunities 
according to the county in which they are an Emeritus. MGV's who are granted Emeritus status 
have no requirement for maintaining volunteer or continuing education hours.  This status is 
determined by the Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator in collaboration with key MGVs. 
 
A county may choose to have more stringent requirements to qualify for Emeritus status but 
must meet the state minimum requirements. The state support fee is waived for Emeritus 
members, but individual counties may choose to collect county dues at their discretion. 
 
 
 
Emeritus status is an honorary title reserved for MGV's in good standing who have been an 
active MGV for a minimum of 10 years or have contributed a cumulative total of 500 hours of 
volunteer service to the MGV program. 
 
An MGV Emeritus may:  
 

1) Remain in a "semi-active" status, which would allow them to volunteer and participate in 
activities as their personal situation allows. An additional background check is required  
if the MGV was inactive for three years or more. Recertification through Hands on 
Connect is required annually for semi-active Emeriti. 
 
OR 

 
2) Move to an “inactive” emeritus status in which the MGV no longer participates in any 

volunteer activities but may attend meetings, continuing education and other non-
volunteer programs, at the discretion of the county.  After three years or more as an 
inactive Emeritus, one will need to complete a background check again should they wish 
to resume Active MGV status.  Recertification is not required unless they resume 
volunteer activities. 
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YES* OPTIONAL* YES YES YES** 

Inactive YES* NO NO NO NO 
 
* At the discretion of the county in which the status is obtained. 
 
** An additional background check is  if the MGV has been inactive for three years or more and 
comes back as Semi-active or active status. 
 


